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Cooperation with students and 

companies has brought about new 

innovations and a positive buzz to the 

city of Tampere. Demola also care-

fully listens to clients’ and investors’ 

ideas. It has successfully expanded 

to several other countries, which has 

led to greater visibility of innovation 

activity across Europe and improved 

Tampere’s image. In the Innovative 

Cities program we are using this kind 

of operational model as part of a 

broader city development.

It’s important that students get work 

experience in the second and third 

years of study. What is also essential 

is the tight integration of Demola into 

our learning goals and learning plans. 

I see the multidisciplinary approach 

as a condition for the whole Demola 

operation. Thanks to this, Demola

is also attractive from companies’ 

point of view. Demola reforms the 

whole field of universities of applied 

sciences: with this we are seeking a 

totally different pedagogic model

for learning.

Thanks to Demola, everyday oper-

ations in universities have changed: 

internationality is not just about 

language, it’s also a cultural thing. 

This is how Demola internationalizes 

our functions, too. And we have to 

remember, students will become

our new researchers. With Demola 

they already have experience in

internationalization and working in

a genuinely international group.

Expanding the Demola concept to 

other countries also brings

about new opportunities for

exchange students.

Demola has raised the levels of 

enthusiasm for the implementation 

of research output at the university. 

Teachers should also carry out more 

exercises and teaching on Demola’s 

premises. Multidisciplinary sessions 

allow for the generation of different 

ideas compared to operations re-

stricted to specific fields of study or 

branches of science. At Demola, prod-

ucts are created from basic research 

information or solution requirements. 

The need for these kinds of opera-

tions will increase in the future. 

President (Tampere University of Technology) Rector (University of Tampere)

Program Director (Open Tampere program)
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some might say that sunshine follows thunder. Luckily, students tend to think the opposite: 
when a bright idea is developed into an innovation, results can be thunderous.
 
What started as a couple of people and a coffee maker is now an international co-creation 
platform for talented multidisciplinary students, companies and universities. The creative 
laboratory is a win-win situation: companies can test ideas; students collect experiences – 
not just credits.
 
Demola has helped to create a large variety of innovations; whether it’s for eCommerce, 
game industry or service sector, everything is done in a Demola way. Teams own the rights 
to the project results and can develop the results further.
 
ExPLORE. BE CURIOUs. BE PROUD. ThAT’s WhAT DEMOLA Is ALL ABOUT.

students and partners from 
countries all over the world
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joonas Kemppainen, student
Demola is like a long job interview: you get to show your skills and get 
to know people from real companies. Thanks to Demola I have gained 
experience in performing under these circumstances and my self-
confidence has grown: I’m bold enough to say that I can do things in 
practice rather than just in theory. I have also learned to use English 
in everyday situations. My projects have had students from
Pakistan, India, Nepal and Germany, so I have also gained
valuable work experience from different cultures. 

Toni pippola, Lecturer
Demola offers an opportunity to bring the right actors to the right places. It brings 
together students from a variety of schools who are willing to stick their neck out – 
to succeed and to fail, to get out from behind their school desks. students also get 
feedback from real tasks, which is more valuable than just a grade entered into an 
information system. Ninety percent of my Demola students
have found employment within a year of graduation.

eni Iduozee, student
In Demola, I discovered an entrepreneur spirit in myself – something
I hadn’t ever noticed before. I gathered together a multidisciplinary team 
with students from Portugal and Malaysia around me. Our idea was
implemented as an eCommerce application. I learned about working with 
different cultures and different ways of doing and understanding things.
As a team leader I have learned important things about responsibility,
motivation and communication. Any idea can grow into something big!

pekka puustinen, university Lecturer
My whole way of thinking has changed due to the talent of young people 
and their questioning of roles. Cooperation with companies and universities 
works better in Demola than any other project I have been involved in. 
Demola can help the Finnish service sector and industry to be even better. 
At first, Demola was a nice spice, now it’s one of the main sources of
inspiration in my job as a researcher.
 Demola is an excellent tool. It’s for universities and companies to 
decide how that tool works.
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